
Revelation: Introduction 
Wednesday, January 10, 2018 

Revelation 1:1 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the 

things which must take place, and He sent and communicated it by His angel to His 
bond-servant John. 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
The	events	of	the	End	Times	are	not	going	to	happen	by	accident.		They	will	occur	
according	to	God’s	detailed	and	predestined	plan.		This	plan	has	been	in	place	even	before	
Genesis	1:1,	even	before	the	foundations	of	time	were	established.		Take	note	of	the	
following	passages:	

• Ephesians	1:4	
• 1	Peter	1:20	
• 2	Peter	3:10-13	

	
	
PARTICULARS: 
Author/Location/Date	

• John	the	Apostle	(probably)	
• Patmos	an	island	opposite	Miletus	off	the	coast	of	Asia	Minor	
• Either	90-95	AD	or	68	AD	(Most	argue	for	later	date	of	90-95	AD)	

Situation	
A	persecuted	church	

1:9	 John	
2:12	 Antipas	
3:10	 Trail	on	whole	earth	
6:9	 Martyrs	under	the	altar	
16:6	 Babylon	poured	out	blood	of	God’s	people	
17:6	 Drunk	from	blood	of	saints	
18:24	 Drunk	from	blood	of	saints	
19:2	 God	avenged	blood	of	his	servants	
20:4	 Martyrs	beheaded	

	
Genre	
What Is Eschatology? 
Eschatology is a combination of two Greek words, eschatos, “last,” and logos, “the word,” 
meaning the doctrine of last things.   

• With regard to the individual, eschatology is concerned with physical death, immortality, 
and the intermediate state.   

• In terms of world history, eschatology deals with the return of Christ, the bodily 
resurrection at the end of the age, the final judgment, and the eternal state (17). 
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Hermeneutical Reality 
• In much of contemporary evangelicalism, the study of eschatology is often devoted to the 

timing of the rapture, the role that Israel plays in Bible prophecy, and the period of time 
popularly known as the tribulation (17).  In much of popular literature about Bible 
prophecy, eschatological matters are read through the lens of current events, with Bible-
prophecy experts correlating biblical texts to current geopolitical crises. 

 
• Historically, however, Christian theologians wrestled with the biblical text by itself, 

doing the more challenging but less sensational work of comparing Scripture with 
Scripture (18).   

• There is no proper way to discuss what God will do in the future unless we have our feet 
firmly planted in biblical teaching about what God has done in the past – at the history of 
redemption (18). 

 
• The entire Bible is eschatological in its outlook.  As redemptive history unfolds in Holy 

Scripture, biblical writers continually point us to events, which lie in the future. But these 
future events can be understood only in light of what God has already done in the past.  
Many Christians are under the mistaken impression that only limited sections of the 
Scriptures contain any references to future things.  Eschatology, therefore, is concerned 
with the past, the present, and the future.  The story begins in creation and concludes with 
the promise of paradise regained and glorified (44). 
• The first thing we should note about Old Testament eschatology is that from the 

moment that the human race fell into sin and came under God’s curse, there was an 
expectation that God would send his promised Redeemer (Genesis 3:15 – the proto-
evangelium).  From the beginning we get a glimpse of the end of the story.  
Immediately after humanity’s fall into sin, God pronounced a curse on the serpent, 
who had acted as Satan’s agent.   
o Thus, redemptive history began with the promise of coming judgment and will 

culminate with the destruction of the devil at the end of the thousand year years 
(Revelation 20:7-10).   

o The central character of the story, even in the Old Testament, was the Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ, the only Mediator between God and sinful humans (1 Timothy 2:5).   

o Our eschatological expectation should not be epoch (division of time) centered or 
even centered in an earthly golden age as in postmillennialism.  Nor should 
eschatology be a correlation of current events and certain verses, which 
supposedly explain them.   

o The story of redemption is nothing less than the story of Jesus Christ and his 
kingdom, which is manifest in the covenant of works, the covenant of grace, and 
finally the new creation (51-52). 

 
There are specific instances in Scripture when a prophet foretold what appears to be a single 
future event, but as history unfolded it became clear that the original prophecy referred to 
multiple events – certain prophecies may have double or multiple fulfillments – layered 
meanings/revelations.   
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• The Day of the Lord is a time when God will bring swift and terrible judgment on 
Israel’s enemies.  Yet Scripture makes clear it also will be a glorious time of salvation for 
God’s people.  This coming Day of Judgment and blessing was prophesied in terms of 
prophetic perspective (Obadiah 15-16; Isaiah 13:9-11, 13; Joel 2:32; Malachi 4:2) 

o The entire Old Testament is filled with the expectation and promise of a coming 
Redeemer.  The New Testament equates Israel’s restoration, prophesied in the 
Old Testament, with Jesus’ kingdom – a kingdom not of this world (John 18:36).   

o The Redeemer’s coming was equated with an outpouring of the Holy Spirit as 
well as the terrible judgment of the day of the Lord (60).   

o The last days are the dawn of the messianic age. 
 
There are three basic elements of New Testament eschatology: 

1. The Old Testament promise of a coming Redeemer was realized in Jesus Christ 
2. What was understood as one glorious messianic age predicted in the Old Testament 

unfolded in two different ages: this age and the age to come (the already/not yet 
structure) 

3. The present blessings of the coming Redeemer are the pledge of greater blessings to 
come.  Christ’s first advent guaranteed his second coming, which includes the final 
judgment, the bodily resurrection, and the renewal of the heavens and the earth. 

 
Elements	of	Revelation	as	eschatological	narrative:	

• Prophecy	(1:3)	
• Letter	(1:4;	2:1-3:22)	
• Apocalyptic	

o Supernatural	unveiling	of	what	is	about	to	take	place	
o A	divine	disclosure	usually	via	angels	to	some	prominent	person	in	which	

God	promises	to	intervene	in	human	history,	to	destroy	evil	and	bring	in	His	
kingdom	

o Apocalypse	is	a	genre	of	revelatory	literature	with	a	narrative	framework	
o Characteristics	

§ Historical	dualism	
§ Visions	
§ Psuedonymity	(Revelation	excepted)	
§ Symbolism	
§ Numerology	
§ Angelology	
§ Demonology	
§ Predicted	Woes	

o Other	examples	of	apocalyptic	writings	
§ 1	Enoch	14	
§ 2	Baruch	27	&	29	
§ 4	Esdras	4:51-4:15	

o When	interpreting	the	apocalyptic	genre:	
1. Set	a	modest	goal.		Do	not	try	to	understand	everything,	but	rather,	as	

much	as	possible	concerning	what	the	text	says.	
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2. It	is	best	to	take	the	symbolism	and	numbers	seriously	but	not	literally.		
Symbolism	and	imagination	fascinated	ancient	peoples	more	than	
statistical	accuracy.	

3. Read	Old	Testament	apocalyptic	in	connection	with	New	Testament	
apocalyptic.		The	latter	will	either	indicate	the	fulfillment	of	the	former	
prophecies	or	will	supplement	their	predictions.	

4. Observe	the	prophet’s	pastoral	concern	for	his	audience.	
5. Ultimately,	the	student	needs	to	move	beyond	the	detail	to	determine	the	

main	points.		The	key	question	is:		What	is	the	test	about	as	a	whole?	
6. Applications	should	derive	from	the	text’s	main	points.	

	
Destination	
7	Churches	in	Asia	Minor	(1:4;	2:1-3:22)	

• Ephesus	
• Smyrna	
• Pergamum	
• Thyatira	
• Sardis	
• Philadelphia	
• Laodicea	

	
Theories	of	Interpretation	
How	do	biblical	scholars	interpret	apocalyptic	literature?		Interpreters	usually	follow	one	
of	four	methodologies:	

• Preterist	–	Fulfilled	entirely	or	mainly	in	AD	70;	it	limits	Revelation	to	describing	
the	persecution	of	Christianity	by	ancient	Rome	and	to	what	was	expected	to	
happen	by	way	of	the	destruction	of	the	Roman	Empire.	

o The	preterist	understanding	of	biblical	prophecy	sees	Christ’s	predictions	in	
the	Olivet	Discourse	(Matthew	24;	Mark	13)	as	referring	to	the	Roman	army’s	
destruction	of	Jerusalem	and	the	temple	in	A.D.	70.			

o Preterists	also	argue	that	the	apostle	John	wrote	the	Book	of	Revelation	
before	A.D.	70	and	that	it	describes	Nero	Caesar’s	persecution	of	the	church.			

o The	references	to	judgment	on	Babylon	refer	to	Israel,	not	Rome.			
o This	means	that	virtually	all	the	Bible’s	teaching	about	future	things	was	

fulfilled	within	the	lifetime	of	Christ’s	disciples	(21).	
	

• Historicist	–	Fulfilled	throughout	church	history;	seeks	to	interpret	Revelation	as	a	
symbolic	pre-narration	of	church	history	from	apostolic	times	until	the	Second	
Coming	and	the	Last	Judgment.	

o The	breaking	of	the	seven	seals	=	the	fall	of	Rome	
o Locust	from	the	bottomless	pit	=	Islamic	invaders	
o The	beast	=	the	papacy	

However,	the	interpretation	of	the	individual	symbols	varies	so	much	that	it	is	
impossible	to	be	systematic	in	how	one	interprets	these	prophecies	
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o Generally,	historicists	hold	to	postmillennialism,	the	belief	that	Christ	will	
return	after	a	lengthy	golden	age	(the	Millennium)	resulting	from	conversion	
of	the	world	to	Christianity	–	a	view	popular	in	the	19th	Century	

o They	may	also	hold	to	a	amillennialism	view	point	(the	more	usual	view	
today)	which	denies	a	future	thousand	year	reign	of	Christ	over	the	earth	and	
transmutes	that	reign	into	his	present	rulership	while	seated	at	God’s	right	
hand	

The	historicist	school	of	biblical	interpretation	approaches	the	Book	of	Revelation	
by	identifying	Babylon	the	Great	with	the	city	of	Rome.		Few	contemporary	
commentators	hold	this	position,	for	it	would	mean	that	John	was	speaking	to	
Christians	living	centuries	later,	not	his	first	century	counterparts	(22).	

	
• Idealist	–	Fundamentally	symbolic;	seeks	to	strip	the	symbolic	language	of	any	

predictive	value	and	reduces	the	prophecy	to	a	picture	of	the	continuous	struggle	
between	good	and	evil	

• Futurist	–	Fulfilled	mainly	in	the	future	and	most	often	describes	a	coming	painful	
and	chaotic	time	called	the	Tribulation	immediately	followed	by	the	return	of	Christ,	
the	advent	of	God’s	kingdom,	the	Last	Judgment,	and	the	final	eternal	state.	

o Usually	calculate	the	Tribulation,	or	Daniel’s	70th	week	(Daniel	9:24-27),	as	
seven	years	in	length,	with	the	last	3	½	years	being	intensely	distressing	

o Three	Major	Millennial	Viewpoint	s(When	do	the	events	of	Revelation	20:1-
3occur?):	

§ Pre-Millennial	View	–	The	return	of	Christ	precedes	the	1,000	year	
millennium	

• Futurist	normally	hold	to	the	pre-millennial	view	that	upon	his	
return	Christ	will	rule	the	world	with	the	saints	

§ Post	Millennial	View	–	Christ	returns	after	the	1,000	year	reign	(the	
Millennial);	it	affirms	that	the	Thousand	Year	Reign	is	a	period	of	
universal	peace	and	righteousness	yet	to	come	

§ Amillennial	View	–	is	not	limited	to	a	1,000	years	but	includes	the	
entire	period	of	time	between	the	first	and	second	comings	of	Christ.	

o The	question	of	the	Rapture:	
§ Disagreement	exists	as	to	whether	or	not	Israel	will	enjoy	restoration	

during	the	Tribulation	and	the	Millennium		
§ Where	will	the	church	be	during	the	Tribulation	period?	

• Post-tribulationism	–	the	church	stays	throughout	the	7	year	
• Pre-tribulationism	–	the	church	is	removed	by	a	preliminary	

coming	of	Christ	
• Mid-Tribulationism	–	church	removed	at	the	half-way	mark	
• Partial	Rapturism	–	Only	the	godly	part	of	the	church	will	be	

removed	beforehand		
o Most	futurists	hold	to	either	a	pre	or	post	Tribulation	position	

	
CONCLUSION:  
 


